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MADISON COUNTY COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL  
CELEBRATES 47TH ANNIVERSARY 

History Comes Alive in Iowa’s Covered Bridge Capital  
 

(WINTERSET, IA) - On October 8-9 the 47th Annual Madison County Covered Bridge Festival 

will take place in Winterset, Iowa.  As the home of 6 remaining covered bridges (some over 140 

years old) which inspired a best-selling novel, award-winning Hollywood movie, and Tony 

Award®-winning Broadway musical, the community of Winterset is preparing to host thousands 

of visitors who enjoy historical activities, old-fashioned craft demonstrations, arts & crafts 

vendors, and exciting, live entertainment. 

 

New activities to the Covered Bridge Festival include a special bridge-building activity for 

children and families, a chainsaw wood carver, airplane rides over the Festival grounds and 

Hogback Covered Bridge, and tethered hot air balloon rides.  Many beloved activities of the 

Covered Bridge Festival are also back, including sheep shearing, woodcarving, jewelry, and 

pottery making demonstrations as well as a quilt show, car show, Spelling Bee, re-enacted Civil 

War battle, horse and carriage rides, Wild West entertainment by 1880s-style cowboys featuring 

colorful outlaw characters, and much more. 

 

Of the upcoming celebration, 2016 Covered Bridge Festival Co-Chair Molly Clause said, “Our 

planning committee is thrilled to welcome visitors far and wide to Winterset for this much-loved 

community celebration.  We hope everyone who enjoys old-fashioned fun, history, and 

engaging entertainment will come to Winterset to discover, or even re-discover, this magical 

Festival.” 



 

A member of the original Covered Bridge Festival planning committee, Pat Nelson, said, “Our 

Festival evolved from the realization that we had a treasure of history and heritage right in our 

backyard.  For years our covered bridges have attracted people from all over the United States; 

people who come to see and admire, or capture on canvas or film the bridges’ rustic charm.  

Not only do the bridges lend a note of nostalgia to the scenery, on close examination they tell us 

of another era; when wood pegs were used to secure the massive beams in the bridges.” 

 

Each year a limited-edition coin is struck, featuring a notable community landmark.  The Cedar 

Covered Bridge, which was destroyed by arson in 2002, rebuilt and dedicated at the Covered 

Bridge Festival in 2004, is featured on the bronze coin, which is limited to a mintage of 900 

coins.  Local artist, Carol Bassett provided original artwork for the coin. 

 

The Madison County Covered Bridge Festival was founded in 1970 by a group of active and 

passionate citizens eager to tell the stories, lore, and history of Madison County.  As the event 

grew in scope and size, the Madison County Chamber of Commerce took over organizing and 

hosting duties.  Additional Covered Bridge Festival information is available by calling 515-462-

1185, or visiting the Covered Bridge Festival website, www.MadisonCounty.com.  
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